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The Order for Evening Prayer  Preces and Responses Ferial 
 
Opening Voluntary  
 
Introit (choir only) The Truth from Above  Traditional English arranged by  
R Vaughan Williams  

This is the truth sent from above, 
The truth of God, the God of love, 

Therefore don’t turn me from your door, 
But harken all both rich and poor. 

  
2..The first thing which I do relate 

Is that God did man create; 
The next thing which to you I’ll tell 

Woman was made with man to dwell. 
  

3. Thus we were heirs to endless woes, 
Till God the Lord did interpose; 
And so a promise soon did run 

That he would redeem us by his Son. 
  

4. And at that season of the year 
Our blest Redeemer did appear; 

Here did he live, and here did preach, 
And many thousands did he teach. 

  
5. Thus he in love to us behaved, 

To show us how we must be saved; 
And if you want to know the way, 

Be pleased to hear what he did say. 
 

Processional Hymn   NEH 15  (tune St Stephen) 
 

The Lord will come and not be slow, 
his footsteps cannot err; 

before him righteousness shall go, 
his royal harbinger. 

 
2 Truth from the earth, like to a flower, 

shall bud and blossom then; 
and justice, from her heavenly bower, 

look down on mortal men. 
 

3 Rise, God, judge thou the earth in might, 
this wicked earth redress; 

for thou art he who shalt by right 
the nations all possess. 

 



4 The nations all whom thou hast made 
shall come, and all shall frame 

to bow them low before thee, Lord, 
and glorify thy name. 

 
5 For great thou art, and wonders great 

by thy strong hand are done: 
thou in thy everlasting seat 

remainest God alone. 
 
SENTENCES OF SCRIPTURE 
Rend your heart, and not your garments, and turn unto the Lord your God: 
for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness, and 
repenteth him of the evil. Joel 2.13 
 
I will arise and go to my father, and will say unto him, Father, I have sinned 
against heaven, and before thee, and am no more worthy to be called thy 
son. St. Luke 15.18-19 
 
CONFESSION 
DEARLY beloved brethren, the Scripture moveth us in sundry places to  
acknowledge and confess our manifold sins and wickedness; and that we 
should not dissemble nor cloke them before the face of Almighty God our  
heavenly Father; but confess them with an humble, lowly, penitent, and  
obedient heart; to the end that we may obtain forgiveness of the same, by his 
infinite goodness and mercy. …... Wherefore I pray and beseech you, as many 
as are here present, to accompany me with a pure heart and humble voice unto 
the throne of the heavenly grace, saying after me: 
 
 
A GENERAL CONFESSION 
Almighty and most merciful Father, We have erred, and strayed from thy 
ways like lost sheep, We have followed too much the devices and desires 
of our own hearts, We have offended against thy holy laws, We have left 
undone those things which we ought to have done, And we have done 
those things which we ought not to have done, And there is no health in 
us: But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us miserable offenders; Spare thou 
them, O God, which confess their faults, Restore thou them that are  
penitent, According to thy promises declared unto mankind in Christ Jesu 
our Lord: And grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake, That we may  
hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life, To the glory of thy holy 
Name. Amen. 
 
THE ABSOLUTION OR REMISSION OF SINS 
ALMIGHTY God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who desireth not the death 
of a sinner, but rather that he may turn from his wickedness, and live; and hath 
given power, and commandment, to his Ministers, to declare and pronounce to 
his people, being penitent, the Absolution and Remission of their sins: He 



 pardoneth and absolveth all them that truly repent, and unfeignedly believe his 
holy Gospel. Wherefore let us beseech him to grant us true repentance, and 
his Holy Spirit, that those things may please him, which we do at this present; 
and that the rest of our life hereafter may be pure, and holy; so that at the last 
we may come to his eternal joy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
THE LORD'S PRAYER 
OUR Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name, Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done, in earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
And forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive them that trespass against us; 
And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil. For thine is the king-
dom, the power, and the glory, For ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Cantor. O Lord, open thou our lips. 
Answer. And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise. 
Cantor. O God, make speed to save us. 
Answer. O Lord, make haste to help us. 
 
Here, all standing up, the Cantor shall say, 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
Answer. As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world with-
out end. Amen. 
Cantor. Praise ye the Lord. 
Answer. The Lord's Name be praised.  
 
Psalm 25 (v 1-9)  chant 80  Longhurst  
 
1.  Unto thee O Lord will I lift up my soul, my God I have put my | trust 
in | thee : O let me not be confounded, neither let mine | enemies | tri-
umph | over me. 
2.  For all they that hope in thee shall | not be a|shamed : but such as 
transgress without a cause | shall be | put to con|fusion. 
3.  Shew me thy | ways O | Lord : and | teach me | thy | paths. 
4.   Lead me forth in thy | truth and | learn me : for thou art the 
God of my salvation, in thee hath been my | hope | all the day | long. 
5.  Call to remembrance O Lord thy | tender | mercies : and thy loving-
kindness, which | have been | ever of | old. 
6.  O remember not the sins and offences | of my | youth : but accord-
ing to thy mercy, think thou upon me O | Lord | for thy | goodness. 
7.  Gracious and righteous | is the | Lord : therefore will he teach | sin-
ners | in the | way. 
8.  Them that are meek shall he | guide in | judgement : and such as 
are gentle | them shall he | learn his | way. 
9.  All the paths of the Lord are | mercy and | truth : unto such as keep 
his | covenant | and his | testimonies. 
Glory be to the Father, and | to the | Son : and | to the | Holy | Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and | ever | shall be : world without | 
end.| Amen. 



 
FIRST LESSON: 1 Thessalonans 3.9-end      King James Version (KJV) 
 
9 For what thanks can we render to God again for you, for all the joy wherewith 
we joy for your sakes before our God; 
10 Night and day praying exceedingly that we might see your face, and might  
perfect that which is lacking in your faith? 
11 Now God himself and our Father, and our Lord Jesus Christ, direct our way 
unto you. 
12 And the Lord make you to increase and abound in love one toward another, 
and toward all men, even as we do toward you: 
13 To the end he may stablish your hearts unblameable in holiness before God, 
even our Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with all his saints. 
 

Here endeth the First Lesson 
 
Office Hymn: O come, O Come Emmanuel   (tune Veni Emmanuel)   
CFC2 p 120  

 
O come, O come Emmanuel! 
Redeem thy captive Israel, 

That into exile drear is gone 
Far from the face of God’s dear Son. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel  
Shall come to thee O Israel. 

  
Tenors and Bases 

2. O Come thou Branch of Jesse!  Draw 
The quarry from the lion’s claw; 

From the dread caverns of the grave, 
From neither hell thy people save. 

  
Sopranos and Altos 

3. O come, O come thou Dayspring bright! 
Pour on our souls thy healing light; 

Dispel the long night’s ling’ring gloom, 
And pierce the shadows of the tomb. 

  
Tenors and Bases 

4. O come, thou Lord of David’s Key! 
The royal door fling wide and free; 

Safeguard for us the heav’nward road, 
And bar the way to death’s abode 

5. O come, O come, AdonaÏ, 
Who in thy glorious majesty 

From that high mountain clothed with awe 
Gavest thy folk the elder law. 

 



Magnificat:  Setting by Brewer in D  
 
1. My soul doth | magnify the | Lord : and my spirit hath re|joiced in | 
God my | Saviour. 
2. For he | hath re|garded : the | lowliness | of his | handmaiden. 
3. For be|hold from | henceforth : all gene|rations shall | call me | 
blessed. 
4. For he that is mighty hath | magnified | me : and | holy | is his | 
name. 
5. And his mercy is on | them that | fear him : through|out all 
| gene|rations. 
6. He hath shewèd | strength with his | arm : he hath scattered the 
proud, in the imagi|nation | of their | hearts. 
7. He hath put down the mighty | from their | seat : and  hath  
ex|alted the | humble and | meek. 
8. He hath fillèd the hungry with | good | things : and the rich he | hath 
sent | empty a|way. 
9. He re|membering his | mercy : hath holpen his | servant | Israel. 
10. As he promised | to our | forefathers : Abraham | and his | seed for | 
ever. 
(Please stand)  
Glory be to the Father, and | to the | Son : and | to the | Holy | Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and | ever | shall be : world without | 
end.| Amen. 
 
SECOND LESSON Luke 21:25-36      King James Version (KJV)  
 
25 And there shall be signs in the sun, and in the moon, and in the stars; and 
upon the earth distress of nations, with perplexity; the sea and the waves roar-
ing; 
26 Men's hearts failing them for fear, and for looking after those things which 
are coming on the earth: for the powers of heaven shall be shaken. 
27 And then shall they see the Son of man coming in a cloud with power and 
great glory. 
28 And when these things begin to come to pass, then look up, and lift up your 
heads; for your redemption draweth nigh. 
29 And he spake to them a parable; Behold the fig tree, and all the trees; 
30 When they now shoot forth, ye see and know of your own selves that sum-
mer is now nigh at hand. 
31 So likewise ye, when ye see these things come to pass, know ye that the 
kingdom of God is nigh at hand. 
32 Verily I say unto you, This generation shall not pass away, till all be fulfilled. 
33 Heaven and earth shall pass away: but my words shall not pass away. 
34 And take heed to yourselves, lest at any time your hearts be overcharged 
with surfeiting, and drunkenness, and cares of this life, and so that day come 
upon you unawares. 
35 For as a snare shall it come on all them that dwell on the face of the whole 
earth. 



36 Watch ye therefore, and pray always, that ye may be accounted worthy to 
escape all these things that shall come to pass, and to stand before the Son of 
man. 

Here endeth the Second Lesson 
 
Nunc Dimittis: Setting by Brewer in D  
 
1. Lord now lettest thou thy servant de|part in | peace : ac|cording | to 
thy | word. 
2. For mine eyes have | seen thy sal|vation : which thou hast prepared 
before the | face of | all | people. 
3. To be a light to | lighten the | Gentiles : and to be the | glory • of thy | 
people | Israel. 
(Please stand) 
Glory be to the Father, and | to the | Son : and | to the | Holy | Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and | ever | shall be : world without | 
end.| Amen 
 
THE APOSTLES' CREED 
 
I BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth: 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, Who was conceived by the  
Holy Ghost, Born of the Virgin Mary, Suffered under Pontius Pilate, Was 
crucified, dead, and buried: He descended into hell; The third day he rose 
again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, And sitteth on the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty; From thence he shall come to judge the 
quick and the dead.   I believe in the Holy Ghost; The holy Catholick 
Church; the Communion of Saints; The Forgiveness of sins; The Resurrec-
tion of the body, And the Life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Cantor. The Lord be with you. 
Answer. And with thy spirit. 
Cantor. Let us pray. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Answer. Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 
THE LORD'S PRAYER 
OUR Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name, Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done, in earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; And 
forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive them that trespass against us; And lead 
us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil. Amen. 
 
Cantor. O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us. 
Answer. And grant us thy salvation. 
 
Cantor. O Lord, save the Queen. 
Answer. And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 



 
Cantor. Endue thy Ministers with righteousness. 
Answer. And make thy chosen people joyful. 
 
 
Cantor. O Lord, save thy people. 
Answer. And bless thine inheritance. 
 
Cantor. Give peace in our time, O Lord. 
Answer. Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O 
God. 
 
Cantor. O God, make clean our hearts within us. 
Answer. And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.  
 
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY   
Almighty God, give us grace that we may cast away the works of darkness, and 
put upon us the armour of light, now in the time of this mortal life, in which thy 
Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when he 
shall come again in his glorious Majesty, to judge both the quick and the dead, 
we may rise to the life immortal; through him who liveth and reigneth with thee 
and the Holy Ghost, now and ever.     Amen. 
 
THE SECOND COLLECT, FOR PEACE 
O GOD, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do 
proceed: Give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that 
both our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that by thee 
we being defended from the fear of our enemies may pass our time in rest and 
quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen.  
 
THE THIRD COLLECT, FOR AID AGAINST ALL PERILS 
LIGHTEN our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy  
defend us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, 
our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen.  
 
Anthem  Adam lay Ybounden  (choir only) 
Words 15th Century Anon.  music by Boris Ord 
  

Adam lay ybounden, 
Bounden in a bond; 

Four thousand winter thought he not too long. 
  

And all was for an apple, 
An Apple that he took, 

As clerkes finden written in their book. 
  

Ne had the apple taken been, 
The apple taken been, 



Ne had never our lady Abeen heaven équeen. 
  

Blessed be the time 
That apple taken was, 

Therefore we might singen, Deo gracias! 
 
Intercessions – Please remember in your prayers:- 
The sick. 
The Departed:  Bill Searle, Jack Neale, Jack Longhurst, Pauline Passmore,  
Doris Brown, Ronnie Clark, Geoff Bourne, Robert Greenfield, Bob Francis,  
Charlotte Parker, Joan Holt, Betty Sawyer, May Kefford and Helen Neale,  all 
whose years mind fall at this time. 
(We are trying to include everyone, but should you know anyone who needs  
praying for, or wish someone to be remembered, please let us know, even if 
they are not in this parish.)  
 
 Hymn:  NEH 9  (tune Helmsley) 
  

Lo! He comes, with clouds descending, 
once for favoured sinners slain; 

thousand thousand saints attending 
swell the triumph of His train: 

Alleluya!  
Christ appears on earth to reign. 

 
2. Every eye shall now behold Him, 

robed in dreadful majesty; 
those who set at nought and sold Him, 

pierced, and nailed Him to the tree, 
deeply wailing,  

shall the true Messiah see. 
 

3. Those dear tokens of his Passion 
Still his dazzling body bears, 
Cause of endless exultation 

To his ransomed worshippers: 
With what rapture 

Gaze we on those glorious scars! 
 

4.  Yea, amen! Let all adore Thee, 
high on Thine eternal throne; 

Saviour, take the power and glory, 
claim the kingdom for Thine own: 

O come quickly! 
Alleluya! Come, Lord, come! 

 
SERMON  
 



Hymn: NEH 10 tune  Personent Hodie) 
 

Long ago, prophets knew 
Christ would come, born a Jew, 

come to make all things new; 
bear his people's burden, 

freely love and pardon. 
Ring, bells, ring, ring, ring! 

Sing, choirs, sing, sing, sing! 
When he comes, 
when he comes, 

who will make him welcome? 
 

God in time, God in man, 
this is God's timeless plan: 

He will come, as a man, 
born himself of woman, 

God divinely human: Refrain 
 

Mary hail! Though afraid, 
she believed, she obeyed. 
In her womb, God is laid: 

till the time expected, 
nurtured and protected, Refrain 

 
Journey ends! Where afar 
Bethlem shines, like a star, 

stable door stands ajar. 
unborn Son of Mary, 
Saviour, do not tarry! 

Ring, bells, ring, ring, ring! 
Sing, choirs, sing, sing, sing! 

Jesus comes! 
Jesus comes! 

We will make him welcome! 
   

BLESSING 
THE peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and 
minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord: 
and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be 
amongst you and remain with you always.    Amen. 
 
Closing Voluntary 
  
 
 
 
 



EVENTS AND SERVICES 
 
 
 
Covid 19 safety: Please remember to maintain social distancing in church,  
especially at the altar rail. Wearing masks is now voluntary. We will revisit the 
current practices around the Peace and receiving Communion in both kinds in 
the near future.  
 
For those who have ordered Christmas tags—they will be available after the  
service TODAY. Please see Simon.  
 
Wrap up warmly when you Worship at St.George’s!  There is currently no heating at 
all in the church but the installation of new heating system will shortly be underway- 
we will update you soon. 
 
Thurs 2 Dec—Christmas Lunch Club  12.30 for 1pm in the Church room  
 
Thurs 9 Dec—Christmas Village Café  2-5pm at the Methodist church hall 
 
Sar 11– Fri 17 Dec—Christmas Tree Festival at St Michael’s  with Village Café 
on 11-12 Dec 
 
Sun 12 Dec—4pm—Christingle service at St Michael’s 
 
Sun 19 Dec—6.30pm—Christmas Carol Service at St. Michael’s  
 
 
The service at St. Michael’s will be streamed for the St. Michael’s Facebook Page 
and available later in the day on the website as usual.  Wednesday Word will also be 
available on the website and on Facebook.  

 
 

HORSHAM MATTERS FOODBANK: 
 most needed items are: tinned fruit, tinned custard, Smash, tinned  

vegetables, toiletries. They have more than enough cereal, tea and soup.    
OUR DONATIONS ARE MORE IMPORTANT THAN EVER 

 

 

St. George’s, 
 West Grinstead 

St. Michael & All Angels,  
 Partridge Green 

 
 
 
5 December—Advent 2 
11.00—Sung Eucharist 

 Wednesday  
10.30am— Communion  
 
5 December—Advent 2 
9.30—Sung Eucharist 


